Patient data system for monitoring shunts.
Rapidly locating accurate data on a patient's shunt system is often extremely difficult. We have developed a simple system to fill a perceived need for recording current data on a patients shunt. This system employs an easily updated record in the patient's hospital or clinic chart as well as a wallet-sized data card for the patient or his family to carry. The data in the chart include the configuration of the patient's current shunt system and a graphic record of previous shunt problems. The small patient data card describes the age of the shunt system and its current configuration. We have found that this system provides assistance in the routine follow-up of patients with shunts and plays an extremely necessary role in the emergency evaluation of these patients, particularly when an emergency evaluation is undertaken in facilities distant from the location of regular treatment.